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I. POLICY: 

 

To ensure the health, safety and security of all youth, visitors and staff, all buildings owned, 

operated or contracted by the Department of Juvenile Justice must comply with applicable building, 

health, fire and safety codes. All interior finishing materials in youth living areas, exit areas, and 

places of public assembly shall comply with applicable national fire safety codes.   

 

II. DEFINITIONS: 

 

 Confinement Room:  A security room used for the temporary isolation a youth from the general 

population. 

 

Disabled Person:  A person with a mental or physical disability that restricts or alters his/her 

ability to access facilities in the same manner as the general youth population, visitors or staff of 

the facility. 

 

Environmental Health Standards:  Standards that relate to environmental health, safety, and/or 

sanitation conditions in a facility or particular area of a facility. 

 

Interior Finishing Materials:  The exposed interior surfaces of buildings, including fixed or 

movable walls and partitions, columns and ceilings, as defined in the National Fire Protection 

Association’s (NFPA) Life Safety Code® Handbook (NFPA, ©2012).  

 

 Independent Outside Source:  A person qualified by education, training, or experience, with 

appropriate credentials, who is able to examine a condition or service.  This person may not be an 

employee of the facility being inspected or be in the chain-of-command under any employee at the 

facility being inspected. 

 

III. EXISTING FACILITY REQUIREMENTS: 

 

A. All buildings owned, operated or contracted by the Department must have a Certificate of 

Occupancy.  The facility/office Director must ensure that a copy is maintained on site. 
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B. Department of Juvenile Justice secure facilities must develop a fire prevention plan that 

provides for fire alarm systems, fire safety guidelines, drills, testing of equipment, and 

coordination with the local fire department.  (See DJJ 8.41, Fire Safety Program) 

 

C. Any changes to the physical plant (e.g., reversing the swing of a door, changing lock 

functions, moving/adding walls, etc.) made after the original Certificate of Occupancy was 

issued will require approval from the State Fire Marshal.  Documentation of the approval 

must be maintained at the facility. 

 

D. A fence must enclose each secure facility and the fence construction will be in such a way 

that youth remain within the perimeter and staff control access to secure areas. 

 

E. All housing areas will provide, at a minimum: 
 

 Lighting of at least 20 foot-candles at desk level and in personal grooming areas; 

 Natural light available from an opening or window that has a view to the outside or 

from a source within 20 feet of the room; 

 Other lighting which is appropriate to the activities or tasks to be performed in the 

area; 

 One shower with temperature controlled (100°F-120°F) hot and cold running water 

for every eight youth; 

 For male youth, one toilet and one wash basin with hot and cold running water for 

every 12 youth;  

 For female youth, one wash basin with hot and cold running water for every 12 

youth and one toilet for every 8 youth; 

 Access to a drinking fountain;  

 Heating, ventilation and acoustical systems to ensure healthful and comfortable 

living and working conditions for youth and staff; 

 Noise levels that do not exceed 70 dBA in daytime and 45 dBA at night; 

 Building exits that are properly positioned, clearly, distinctly, and permanently 

marked in order to ensure the timely evacuation of youth and staff in the event of a 

fire or other emergency; 

 Two exits in housing areas and places of assembly for 50 or more persons, in 

accordance with fire codes; and 

 Bed(s) in each sleeping room. 

 

1. Facilities that do not have toilets in individual sleeping rooms will develop an 

operating procedure to assure that youth can have immediate release from their 

rooms to use the lavatory facilities. 

 

2. All furniture, including any furniture in sleeping rooms, must meet security 

requirements, National Fire Protection Association codes, and Life Safety codes.  

 

3. Ventilation systems must be available in the event of a power failure. 

 

4. Temperatures in indoor living and work areas must be appropriate to the weather. 
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F. Confinement rooms should meet the requirements for housing areas as listed above. 

 

G. Disabled youth will be housed in a manner that provides for their safety and security.  

Housing facilities used for disabled youth will be designed for their use and will provide for 

maximum possible integration with the general population.  Facility programs and activities 

will be accessible to disabled youth. 

 

H. Male and female youth will not occupy the same sleeping room. 

 

IV. NEW FACILITIES, ADDITIONS, AND RENOVATIONS: 

 

A. Administrative Planning: 

 

1. The Department will determine, through a needs evaluation process, if more secure-

bed capacity is needed prior to building a new facility or expanding an existing 

facility. 

 

2. The site location for a new facility will be determined with participation from the 

community in which it is to be located. 

 

3. Secure facilities will be located to facilitate access to community based services and 

continued contact between juveniles and their families. 

 

4. Facilities will be designed and constructed so that youth can be grouped according 

to a classification plan. 

 

5. Facility design will provide a sufficient number of rooms or living units in an 

appropriate configuration so that various categories of juveniles can be housed 

separately.  New facility conformance to applicable federal, state, and/or local fire 

safety codes shall be documented by the authority having jurisdiction. 

 

B. Potable Water Supply:  The potable water supply of each facility and residential program 

will be tested and approved by an independent source for determination that the water 

supply complies with jurisdictional laws and regulations. 

 

C. Construction requirements: 

 

Secure facility plans will avoid the presence of architectural barriers to physically disabled 

persons.  Facilities shall be accessible to and usable by disabled residents, staff and visitors.  

 

IV. LOCAL OPERATING PROCEDURES REQUIRED:  NO 


