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POLICY:

Department of Juvenile Justice schools shall identify students through 21 years of age with
disabilities and provide these students a free and appropriate public education in compliance
with state rules and the Individuals with Disabilities Education Act. The Department shall
provide a continuum of special education services to ensure that students with disabilities are
educated with students who are not disabled, to the maximum extent possible.

DEFINITIONS:

Accommodations: Changes in instruction that enable youth to demonstrate their abilities in
the classroom or assessment/test setting. Accommodations include assistive technology as well
as alterations to presentation, response, scheduling or settings.

Disability: A youth through 21 years of age has a disability under the Individuals with
Disabilities Education Improvement Act (IDEA 2004) if the youth meets the eligibility criteria
in any of the following areas and needs special education and related services:
e Mild, moderate, severe, or profound intellectual disabilities;
Hearing impairments (hard of hearing or deaf);
Speech or language impairments;
Visual impairments;
Orthopedic impairments;
Emotional and behavioral disorders;
Other health impairments;
Autism;
Traumatic brain injury;
Specific learning disabilities; or
Deaf-blind.




Chapter Subject Policy # Page

EDUCATIONAL

SPECIAL EDUCATION SERVICES 13.32 20f3

SERVICES

Free Appropriate Public Education (FAPE): A student’s right to receive a free and
appropriate public education at public expense regardless of exceptionality or handicapping
condition.

Individual Education Program (IEP): A written, individualized plan that identifies the
services a special education student needs, goals, and the methods of evaluating the student’s
progress. The IEP evidences that the student is receiving a free and appropriate public
education (FAPE) in the least restrictive environment and provides for educational services
(general and special education) that may be reasonably predicted to benefit the student.

Individualized Education Program (IEP) Team: A multi-disciplinary group of individuals
that develops, reviews, or revises the IEP for each youth.

Modifications: Alterations that change, lower, or reduce learning expectations. Modifications
can increase the gap between the achievement of students with disabilities and expectations for
proficiency at a particular grade level.

Related Services: Services and/or supplementary aids provided by certified or licensed
personnel, as appropriate ,and as required by state and federal laws or the Georgia Board of
Education rules, regulations and/or any applicable standards. Related services include, but are
not limited to, specialized transportation and such developmental, corrective and other
supportive services as are required to assist a student with a disability to benefit from special
education.

Special Education Management System (SEMSTracker): A comprehensive and intuitive
web-based software designed to streamline the processes of managing and tracking information
relating to special populations as required by law.

Surrogate Parent: A person who is appointed to serve as a guardian during the special
education processes. This person is appointed when the student is a ward of the state or in
certain circumstances when a student’s parents cannot be found. This person must receive
special training and meet certain qualifications to serve as a surrogate parent.

PROCEDURES:
A. The IEP Team will develop, review, and/or revise each youth’s IEP at least annually.
B. Each DJJ school will use the DJJ Special Education Procedures Manual (located on the

DJJ Intranet site) in the identification, referral, evaluation and educational placement of
students with disabilities and the timely continuation of appropriate educational services
for students previously identified as having a disability.

(Special Education Manual:
https://djjintraportal.djj.state.ga.us/Education/SpecialEd/SpecialEducationManual.pdf)
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C.

An Individual Education Program (IEP) will be developed to meet the needs of each
eligible student using the SEMSTracker and the Due Process Checklist, in accordance
with the DJJ Special Education Procedures Manual. The IEP will include appropriate
instructional services, related services, accommodations, and modifications.
Consideration of related services for students with disabilities shall include any regular
education program in which the student participates.

Classroom modifications specified in the IEP will be supplied to all teachers who
provide services to special education students.

IV. LOCAL OPERATING PROCEDURES REQUIRED: NO




