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Dear Parents,

The Georgia Department of Juvenile Justice, through its screening process, has identified your child as a candidate for placement into a treatment program for youth who have exhibited sexually harmful behaviors. Your child’s treatment could occur in either a Residential Program or a Youth Development Campus setting. The Georgia Department of Juvenile Justice will assist both the youth as well as the family throughout the placement process.  As the parents or guardians of the youth, you may have a number of questions in regards to the placement process and we encourage that you contact the youth’s assigned case manager to address any questions or concerns. Listed below are a number of stipulations that will be put in place during your child’s placement, as well as once the youth returns back to the community.  

(1) The typical duration of treatment for youth who have exhibited inappropriate sexually harmful behaviors is approximately 12-18 months. Factors determining youth’s length of stay include the youth’s treatment progress, behaviors at the program, and compliance with the program treatment module. 

(2) Youth will not be allowed to reside in the same home as their victims while committed to the Georgia Department of Juvenile Justice.

(3)  If a youth fails to comply with, or fails to exhibit progress in treatment efforts while placed in a therapeutic setting, the Georgia Department of Juvenile Justice has the oversight and responsibility to determine the next option in regards to the youth’s treatment efforts. Non-compliance in treatment efforts could result in a number of ramifications including: an extended length of stay a residential program, an extension in a secure facility, a lateral transfer to a different residential provider, DJJ commitment order extension, or a revocation hearing.

(4) Family therapy sessions will need to occur to assist with the youth’s eventual transition back to the community. As parents or guardians, you will need to be prepared to participate in the youth’s therapeutic services while the youth is participating in a treatment program.  

(5) Visitation – Younger siblings may not be able to visit youth at the placement based on court orders or treatment recommendations.

(6) Victim-age youth in the home – Youth may not be able to return home if there are children under the age of 16. This determination will be made by our Sexually Harmful Behavior Review Panel and will be based on treatment progress and risk.

(7) No overnight home passes are permitted.    

Once youth is released back into the Community:

(1) Restrictions will be placed on the youth’s internet, phone, and television access during any passes, as well as upon the youth’s return to the community.

(2) Limits will be placed on extra-curricular activities, family gatherings, church involvement, and employment. Such limits will be outlined in the Safety Plan.

(3) Therapeutic services will continue upon youth’s return to the community.

(4) Youth will be placed under a Safety Plan which must be adhered to at all times while residing in a residential program, as well as while residing in the community. Upon youths release back to the community, the youth will also have a Relapse Prevention Plan in place that will have to be adhered to. 


Please let us know if you have any questions.

Thank you,
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