
 

Board of Juvenile Justice 
Thursday, March 30, 2006 

11:00 a.m. 
 
 

3408 Covington Highway 
2nd Floor, Boardroom 

Decatur, Georgia 30032 
 
 

Due to the physical absence of Chairman Shuman, Mary Wilhite, Vice Chair, presided 
over the meeting. 
 

Opening Remarks 
Mary E. Wilhite, Vice Chair 

 
Ms. Wilhite called to order the March 30, 2006 meeting of the Board of Juvenile Justice 
and DJJ Board of Education and noted the time at 11:00 a.m.  Following her request for 
introductions from all guests and others present, Ms. Wilhite invited everyone to recite 
the Pledge of Allegiance and then observe a Moment of Silence.  Afterwards, she asked 
for the Roll Call. 
 
 

Roll Call
 
Lena Wilson then called the roll. 
 
Board Members Present: Michael L. Baugh; Van R. Herrin; Elizabeth G. Lindsey; 
William McQueen; Judy C. Mecum; Daniel A. Menefee; Edwin A. Risler; J. Daniel 
Shuman (conference call); Sandra H. Taylor; Mary E. Wilhite  
 
Advisory Board Members Present: Judge Quintress Gilbert (conference call) 
 
DJJ Staff Present: Albert Murray, Commissioner; Jack Catrett; Dr. Thomas Coleman; 
Ericka Davis; James Frazier; Steve Herndon; Paul Jones; Dr. Thomas O’Rourke; Coy 
Satterfield; Pamela Sloan; Jimmy Taylor; Sher’re Walton; Lena Wilson 
 
Others:  Michael Colasco, University of Georgia, Mrs. Daniel Menefee 
 
After Roll Call, Ms. Wilson announced that a quorum of the Board was present.   
 
Citing the presence of a quorum, Vice Chair Wilhite asked for a motion to approve the 
minutes from the February 23, 2006 meeting of the Board of Juvenile Justice.  The 
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motion to approve the minutes for the February 23, 2006 meeting of the Board of 
Juvenile Justice was made by Daniel Menefee and seconded by Judy Mecum.  Hearing 
no discussion, the minutes were unanimously approved. 
 
 

Commissioner’s Comments 
Albert Murray, Commissioner 

 
Introduction 
 
Commissioner Murray greeted Vice Chair Wilhite and members of the Board.  He stated 
that for a number of reasons, the date of this meeting was changed and acknowledged that 
it may have created some challenges for some members.  He thanked Chairman Shuman 
and Judge Gilbert for participating by conference call.  Commissioner stated that some 
management staff are currently in travel status and are being represented at the meeting 
by their designated staff to address any DJJ issues that may come up. 
 
Commissioner then took the opportunity to thank Sandra Heath Taylor for serving as the 
commencement speaker for the JCO graduation on March 3rd.  He stated that she did an 
excellent job of motivating and encouraging the JCO candidates and thanked her for 
taking the time out of her busy schedule to participate in the graduation ceremony. 
Commissioner added that Mr. Menefee would be our commencement speaker for 
tomorrow, March 31st, and expressed his belief that he will do an admirable job as well. 
 
Operations Division 

 
• The Operations Division continues to manage the daily detention population 

issues across the state.  While we have stayed close to statewide capacity, a 
number of centers continue to experience crowding.  Our staff continues to work 
with the courts to move low risk offenders into detention alternatives while 
awaiting court.  While this work is on-going two new initiatives will hopefully 
address this problem.  First we are converting Crisp YDC for girls to an RYDC on 
April 3, 2006.  This change will add 64 new beds to our detention centers.  In 
addition the catchment areas for detention centers were modified to account for 
the new center.  Some of the changes should also help relieve the centers that are 
chronically crowded.  Commissioner stated that the Board had been provided with 
a map of the new catchment areas in their board packets. Operations staff has also 
been actively communicating with judges and local law enforcement agencies that 
will be impacted by the changes.  Commissioner stated that he has also sent a 
letter to all judges, with copies to Board members, informing them of the 
proposed changes and asked for any input they might have.  He added that it 
appears that no major issues have risen but they may hear of some concerns from 
their local areas as the agency moves forward. He asked that they apprise him of 
any feedback, pro or con, that they may receive so that the Department can be 
responsive. 
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• The Division continues to move forward with several initiatives to include school 

based supervision and caseload equalization.  Commissioner stated that he was 
able to talk about school-based supervision at the last Board meeting, where 
JPPSs are being placed in schools as pilot programs around the state, in order for 
them to work more closely with school officials and others. 

 
• Commissioner was able to attend two meetings recently, one in Macon attended 

by the management staff in Operations to work on these and other issues, and a 
training conference for Region One, where he was the keynote speaker.  He had 
the opportunity to meet many staff and interact with them.  He stated that he is 
impressed with the overall knowledge of the staff and enthusiasm for the work 
they do.  Commissioner stated that this was a reminder to him about how 
fortunate we are at the local level to have staff that are committed and dedicated 
to the DJJ agenda. 

 
• Commissioner announced that the Georgia Juvenile Services Association training 

conference will take place in Athens next month and should serve as a good 
opportunity for Board members to meet our staff and participate in a good 
training program.  He expressed his hope that they would be able to attend. 

 
Program Services Division 
 
Office of Behavioral Health (OBHS) 
 

• The Office of Behavioral Health Services held its quarterly professional services 
meeting in Forsyth on March 17th.  The quarterly meeting provides the 
opportunity to bring facility psychiatrists and psychologists together to review 
mental health practices within DJJ facilities, provide training related to OBHS 
policies and to discuss practice guidelines within each discipline.  Facilities were 
well represented.  

 
• Representatives from DHR Division of Mental Health, Developmental 

Disabilities and Addictive Diseases met again this month with OBHS Director 
Rick Harrison and other OBHS staff representatives for a final meeting to 
complete a protocol that outlines how the two agencies will work together when 
DJJ youth require psychiatric hospitalization.  This project was initiated by DJJ to 
improve communication and continuity of care between the two agencies.  OBHS 
staff hope to present the final document for approval shortly.    

  
Office of Medical Services 
 

• The Office of Medical Services was a participant in the Educational conference 
held on March 7, 2006.  A presentation was made on Sleep Deprivation and its 
affect on adolescent school performance. 
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• The bids for the Statewide Pharmacy RFP closed on March 20th and were 

reviewed by a panel from the Office of Medical Services on March 22, 2006.  
There was one offer, United Pharmacy, our current vendor.  The Office of Health 
Services will determine the most cost effective manner to provide pharmaceutical 
services to the department. 

 
• March is National Nutrition month and this year’s theme is, “Step Up to Nutrition 

and Health” promoting the importance of diet and lifestyle changes.  Our Office 
of Nutrition/Food Services provided free nutrition advice to DJJ staff in the 
Central Office at a session entitled “Ask the Nutritionist”.  DJJ youth received 
nutrition information in the form of nutrition education messages, games and 
classroom materials to be utilized by the teachers and food service staff.   

 
• Nutrition/Food Service staff also participated in the Education Conference 

focusing on the new food guide pyramid and its relationship to healthy eating and 
physical activity.  

 
Office of Campus Operations  
 
Campus Operations recently joined with the Office of Behavioral Health Services in 
hosting a visiting delegation from the state of Michigan.  The delegation consisted of four 
Michigan DJJ managers who were interested in mental health programming in long term 
secure facilities.  Michigan is entering a Memorandum of Understanding with the U.S. 
Department of Justice.  The delegation accompanied by Bill Parks visited the Augusta, 
Eastman, and Macon YDCs.  Additionally they received briefings here at Central Office 
from the offices of Behavioral Health Services, Medical Services, Classification, and 
Training. The Michigan delegation approached DJJ with a request to visit based on a 
recommendation from Dr. Pablo Stewart.  Dr. Stewart previously served as DJJ’s mental 
health monitor for the Department of Justice.   Commissioner stated that Michigan is one 
of several states that will go through the process we are going through, and hopefully, 
nearing an end, to address issues that will be stated in their MOU (Memorandum of 
Understanding).  He stated that he is pleased that Georgia was recommended by the 
Department of Justice as a state to be reviewed regarding the work we have done to 
comply with our MOA (Memorandum of Agreement).  Commissioner indicated that the 
Michigan delegation felt their visit was beneficial and productive.  He added that last 
year, a delegation from Tennessee visited to look at some things we are doing in our 
system.  We realize we are doing some things that may be beneficial to some other 
juvenile jurisdictions and that there are some other jurisdictions that are doing things that 
may be beneficial to us.  He stated that hopefully we could exchange ideas and, at some 
point, have a delegation from Georgia visit other jurisdictions to see what is taking place 
there. 
 
Augusta YDC - Part of the Engineering Master Plan for Augusta calls for additional 
fencing inside the current perimeter. An agreement has been reached with DOC that 
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provides for DJJ to purchase the materials and DOC fencing crews to provide the labor to 
install the necessary fencing.  The crews will be inmates who are trained to do this kind 
of work.  Commissioner indicated that he anticipates this project will start late spring and 
be completed by mid-summer.  When completed the accessible acreage available for 
daily operations will have been reduced from 70 acres to 27 acres.  He stated that this is a 
much needed project at the facility as there is a large wooded area within the fenced 
perimeter that does not allow for good visibility, therefore, necessitating a smaller 
perimeter. 
 
Macon YDC - Mr. Daniel Thrasher, a 29 year old vocational instructor at Macon YDC, 
was killed in an automobile accident March 24th.  Mr. Thrasher was an employee of 
Macon Technical College working under a grant at the Macon YDC. Mr. Thrasher left a 
pregnant wife and two small children. Commissioner stated that the Thrasher family, as 
well as staff at the Macon YDC who knew and worked closely with Mr. Thrasher, will 
continue to be in our thoughts and prayers. 
 
Sumter YDC held its semi-annual GED graduation March 18th.  Seventeen (17) youth 
received their GEDs.  The extraordinarily large number of parents and other guests 
witnessing the event challenged the facility’s ability to provide seating and was the 
source of a very positive article in the local newspaper, The Sumter Times Recorder.  
Commissioner stated that it is great to have this number of youth to graduate, but it is 
even greater to see the large turnout of parents and relatives to support the youth.  The 
Commissioner congratulated the youth at the facility and expressed his appreciation to 
the staff of the facility for planning such a good event. 
 
Division of Fiscal & Administrative Services 
 
Office of Training 
 
The final schedule for Board members and DJJ staff serving as commencement speakers 
for the BJCOT graduations is as follows: 
  
March 31, 2006 Mr. Daniel Menefee 
May 26, 2006  Dr. Ed Risler 
June 30, 2006  Ms. Mary Wilhite 
 
Once again, Commissioner Murray thanked Board members for serving as presenters.  
He stated that this has a very positive effect on our graduates and sends a message of 
unity and organization within our Department for new staff to see that our Board and 
staff are working closely and that we value new personnel coming into the Department. 
 

• This week the Assessment Classification Specialists Certification training is also 
being held at Callaway Gardens.  There are 10 people attending this training 
program.  
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• There is a PPCT (Pressure Point Control Tactics) instructor training program 
being taught this week at the Old Augusta RYDC Training Building.  This is 
being completed with support from the Georgia Department of Corrections 
(GDC).  The instructor for the program is a trainer with GDC. 

 
Conclusion 
 
Commissioner concluded his remarks and opened the floor for questions, follow-up, 
and/or comments. 
 
Daniel Menefee inquired about funding for vendors that the agency does business with.  
Mr. Menefee referenced a former District Attorney in Columbus who had a son that 
recently went through the Drug Court in Columbus.  One of the questions the DA asked 
of Mr. Menefee was whether or not DJJ provides funding to Drug Courts and related 
programs.  Commissioner responded that, although he is aware that we are doing some 
funding in that regard, there were not staff from Fiscal Management present at this 
meeting to give the best answer to the inquiry and that Mr. Menefee would need to 
follow-up with him when Jeff Minor, Deputy Commissioner of Fiscal and Administrative 
Services, returns to the office. Commissioner acknowledged Dr. Risler who stated that 
Clarke County does not fund the courts; they are actually funded and supported through 
the juvenile courts and certain federal grants.  Mr. Menefee stated that even though 
Muscogee County have federal funds available, it is not enough to do certain things. 
 
Elizabeth Lindsey asked if Drug Court was primarily in the adult system.  Mr. Menefee 
stated that drug court in Muscogee County was through juvenile court and if it is 
determined that drugs are a problem, then they are diverted over to the program he 
mentioned. 
 
Dr. Coleman stated that Drug Court and Teen Court specifically addresses juveniles and 
often comes out of the Operations Division.  He added that CYCC (Children and Youth 
Coordinating Council) contributes to those type programs through federal grants.  
Commissioner then added that we will follow up to provide an answer to the inquiry. 
 
At this point, Dr. Risler asked to see a diagram of the Department’s fencing reduction 
plan.  Commissioner responded that a diagram will be provided to the Board.  Judy 
Mecum asked if we would be meeting at the Augusta facility in May, to which 
Commissioner responded in the negative.  Instead, the May meeting will be held at the 
Eastman YDC. 
 
Hearing no other questions or comments, the meeting continued with the next agenda 
item. 
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Customer Service Council: Preview 
Dr. Thomas O’Rourke, Council Chair 

 
Dr. O’Rourke informed the Board that on January 25, 2006, Governor Perdue called a 
meeting of all agency heads to look at customer service in Georgia as a part of his 
ongoing initiative to have one of the best managed state governments in the United 
States. He has added to that the formula to have the best customer service of any state in 
America.  To accomplish this, he has appointed Mr. Joe Doyle as Director of Customer 
Service, statewide. 
 
Dr. O’Rourke stated that Governor Perdue met with the committee and spoke with them 
about this being a long term project/long term initiative; he wanted better government 
and service for all Georgians.  His formula for this is to provide better service at a faster 
pace through different processes; to be more people friendly and, to do it easier, to have 
systems and technology in place. 
 
The committee is moving forward and will be conducting surveys to get good baseline 
data.  He then introduced Dr. Mike Colasco of the University of Georgia who will be 
working with him on the surveys. He stated that Field offices and facilities will be 
surveyed to determine if they know protocol and have established standards and written 
procedures in place.  DJJ Central Office staff will be surveyed to determine if we have an 
internal system in place that provides good customer service to each other.  Then, a 
telephone survey will be conducted of our customers of the facilities, YDCs, RYDCs, etc. 
 
Dr. O’Rourke informed the Board that they must also be surveyed and then presented 
surveys to the Board for them to complete and turn in anonymously.  Commissioner 
Murray informed Chairman Shuman and Judge Gilbert, both of whom were participating 
by telephone that surveys would be forwarded to them for completion. 
 
Dr. O’Rourke stated that after completing the surveys, the next step in the process is to 
categorize and prioritize.  We want to have key issues; short-term goals and long-term 
goals and will give a timeline at a later date to hopefully give them a timeline and show 
them what has been put into place that will identify our key issues. 
 
After the action plan is in place, the ideas will be implemented and then evaluated 
throughout the timeline.  The final part is the evaluation process.  He stated that the 
surveys they are using will give us good data and after six months, or whatever period of 
time that is decided, the survey, again anonymously, will be repeated to determine if we 
are improving our customer service.  The dates to get started will kick off the first part of 
July and our part of the process needs to be completed by the latter part of May/first part 
of June. 
 
Dr. Ed Risler asked if our project would be dovetailing all of the departments around the 
state; are they conducting similar surveys.  Dr. O’Rourke responded in the affirmative, 
stating that he is serving on a steering committee to come up with base line data from the 
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surveys they will be conducting, based on the clientele they serve, internal and external.  
He added that there are thirty-nine (39) agencies represented and a call center will be 
established to direct inquiries to appropriate agencies. 
 
Elizabeth Lindsey asked who we are defining as our customers.  Dr. O’Rourke responded 
that our customers are the community, youth, parents, and residents of Georgia who have 
been affected by youthful offenders. 
 
Commissioner injected that part of the exercise will help give more definition of our 
customers and how we serve those customers on differing levels, e.g., juvenile judges, 
law enforcement officers, etc.  He stated that he attended a cabinet meeting the previous 
day at the capitol and customer service was an agenda item.  He added that it will be an 
area of high focus for some time.  Feedback on the survey will be very valuable in terms 
of moving in that direction. 
 
 

Legislative Briefing and Update 
Albert Murray, Commissioner 

 
The Legislative Briefing and Update was to be given by Spiro Amburn, Director of 
Legislative Services, but due to activity at the capitol, he was unable to attend.  
Commissioner Murray stood in his stead. 
 
Commissioner Murray stated that there are three bills of major focus that we have briefed 
the Board on throughout the session: 
 

 HB 1145 – Competency of juveniles who are about to enter the juvenile justice 
system.  This Bill will assure that all youngsters who are about to go through the 
process will have the mental capacity to understand the proceedings taking place 
around him/her.  If they don’t have that level of competence, there are safeguards 
that will be built in to protect their due process rights.  Commissioner that that this 
is good legislation that will serve the state well and has been met with favor.  He 
stated that it passed yesterday with a vote of 141 to 0, which is further evidence of 
how this bill is being looked at. 

 SB 135 – carryover bill from the 2005 Session.  Right to a speedy trial for 
juveniles who are in our RYDCs on Superior Court charges.  As the statutes stand 
now, we can hold juveniles for an unlimited time period before they get a trial 
date.  The passage of this bill will assure that juveniles in this category are 
afforded the same right to a speedy trial as an adult.  Commissioner stated that 
this Bill will be voted on today, and we hope that it passes. 

 SB 136 – Expanded bail rights for juveniles.  Another carryover bill from the 
2005 Session.  If passed, this bill will allow family members who are authorized 
by the law to post bail for the juvenile while they are awaiting a hearing/trial.  
Safeguards attached to this bill include the approval of the juvenile court judge of 
the family member and some parental responsibility. Commissioner stated that we 
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think both of these bills represent good law and public policy that, if passed, will 
be signed into law after the session.  He added that there was an amendment 
attached to this bill regarding status offenders and how they are dealt with.  He 
stated that he is not sure of the final outcome of the amendment or if it will 
remain a part of the bill. 

 
Commissioner stated that in addition to these three bills, our budget bill should be voted 
on today and we are hoping for approval.  He stated that he is optimistic as this is one of 
the most significant legislative sessions for DJJ in some time and that it would be 
unprecedented and historic if we could get three pieces of legislation passed at one time, 
along with the budget bill.  He stated that the Board will be notified of the outcome of 
these bills after the session comes to an end. 
 
Commissioner Murray stated that Spiro Amburn will return to DJJ at some point, as he is 
on loan to the Governor’s Office for the duration of the session.  This dual capacity put 
him in a good position to better advocate for the DJJ legislative agenda. He will return to 
DJJ the first of May to continue his role as the DJJ Legislative Liaison.  Commissioner 
thanked Amy Howell, Jeff Minor and Bill Reilly for advocating for the DJJ legislative 
agenda.  He also thanked their staff who stepped up to the plate and carried on while they 
were at the capitol. 
 
Hearing no questions or comments, Commissioner Murray concluded his presentation. 
 
Vice Chair Wilhite asked for a motion to close the regular meeting of the Board of 
Juvenile Justice to convene the meeting of the DJJ Board of Education.  Bill McQueen 
moved to close the regular meeting of the Board of Juvenile Justice to convene the 
meeting of the DJJ Board of Education.  The motion was seconded by Ed Risler and 
carried unanimously. 
 
 

Education Update 
Dr. Thomas O’Rourke, Associate Superintendent 

Office of Education 
 

Dr. O’Rourke commented that it was good news to hear about the number of students 
who are graduating at the Sumter YDC and that we are getting more youth who are 
putting more emphasis on getting their high school diplomas and GEDs.  He thanked Dr. 
Risler for presenting at the Education Conference and stated that the conference was very 
well received. 
 
The Office of Education has just completed a Title I audit and Dr. O’Rourke has asked 
Dr. Paul Jones, Curriculum Director, to speak to the Board about it.  He stated that it is 
important that we get resources for our Title I programs.  Dr. O’Rourke added that he has 
also asked Coy Satterfield, Director of Student Support Services, to share with the Board 
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some things that are happening with the Eastman project to include transitioning students 
back into the community.  He then turned the floor over to Dr. Paul Jones. 
 
Dr. Jones stated that as part of our requirements to receive Title I monies, we have to 
submit to state monitoring and federal auditing.  During the audit last week of our Title I 
program, one of the items we had to submit to them was a budget.  He asked the Board to 
reference the handout that was provided to them.  As a requirement of No Child Left 
Behind (NCLB), we are required to allocate a minimum of 15% of our Title I monies, 
amounting to $1.2 million dollars, to transition.  Last year we committed 15% to 
transitioning, but we are committing 20% this year because we think it is important and it 
is paying off.  The handout also shows a group of kids who were tested on a given day on 
the CRCT.  The results show that kids who had been with us a minimum of four months 
did a lot better than the kids in other school systems around the state.  Dr. Jones briefly 
touched on the results of the reading and math gains.  Ongoing transition efforts are being 
aided by the 15% funding, including twelve (12) placement facilitators, a coordinator, 2 
counselors, a secretary, and one career education teacher at Eastman YDC. 
 
Board member Van Herrin asked if we were able to pinpoint what was being done 
differently at Augusta and Ireland that accounts for the growth between pre test and post 
test in 1 ½ grade levels.  Dr. Jones responded that we are working on that, but part of it 
may be the different populations that are placed in Augusta and the overpopulation at 
Ireland.  He stated that those were the only differences they have been able to zero in on 
as a possible cause.  He added that the curriculum is the same.  Dr. Jones stated that the 
data they receive in curriculum is used constantly to review what is being done, what’s 
successful, and what needs improvement. 
 
Board member Bill McQueen stated that on the chart for the Education Achievement 
Section, everything seems to improve within four months except math.  He asked for 
clarification on the data.  Dr. Jones responded that his personal assessment is that when 
we first adopted math books, there was one particular publisher that had a wonderful 
series of math books, if you have a stable population.  Our teachers selected that 
particular publisher; unfortunately, our kids are not that stable.  We believe that the 
selection of textbooks we made at that time were probably not the best.  He informed the 
Board that the State of Georgia has a textbook adoption cycle and math is coming up 
soon and when new math books are adopted, we’ll see the changes in math that we have 
seen in other areas. 
 
At this point, Coy Satterfield addressed the Board regarding the transition program. 
 
Mr. Satterfield stated that they are very proud of the transition program which they call 
the Transition Initiative Program.  The program is based out of the Eastman YDC.  He 
stated that while they have a significant number of students who has been released from 
the Eastman YDC and are currently being served by our transition career facilitators, he 
wanted to share with the Board about a few good circumstances that our youth have 
found themselves placed in upon their release. 
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Mr. Satterfield stated that several of our youth are employed; a significant percentage of 
our youth have come out of the Eastman YDC, the Macon YDC, and the Sumter YDC 
and found gainful employment.  This is done largely through the efforts of our career 
facilitators who play an integral role in helping to get these kids back in school or 
employed.  He stated that many of the youth are interested in coming out and becoming 
gainfully employed for obvious reasons.  They are older youth, they need income, and 
some of them happen to be parents.   Therefore, their interest lies in becoming employed.  
To that extent, we currently have youth employed with JC Penney and Federal Express; 
in the area of masonry and other areas of construction; various fast food restaurants, 
poultry plants in South Georgia, one in a nursing program, and one as a receptionist in a 
doctor’s office. 
 
Mr. Satterfield informed the Board that many of these youth are also involved in training 
programs with the Department of Labor, a state department we have successfully 
collaborated with and worked closely with in getting our youth placed in their programs.  
They are also involved in the One Stop Centers, a program also provided by DOL.  At the 
one stop centers, they are evaluated and then placed in a training program that follows the 
type of training and programs they had while they were with us at the YDC in the 
vocational programs.  This represents a continuity of training they are receiving while 
they are with us.  Mr. Satterfield then shared a few student success stories with the Board. 
 
Mr. Satterfield stated that without the help of these career counselors and career 
facilitators we have assisting the students at the YDCs, many of these success stories 
would not be possible.  Kids coming off of the tax payer rolls are becoming tax payers 
and becoming pro-social and successful back into the community, which means less 
victims and lower recidivism.  He added that the transition program is working. 
 
He then opened the floor for questions and comments. 
 
Daniel Menefee asked if we contact Chambers of Commerce to find out what businesses 
in different communities that may want to employ our students.  Mr. Satterfield 
responded in the affirmative, adding that we have a program manager based at the 
Eastman YDC.  Part of his accountability is to work closely with local community 
organizations like the NAACP, the Urban League, and the Chambers of Commerce to 
identify jobs and to encourage those persons in hiring positions to look at our kids more 
favorable and give them a chance.  Mr. Menefee wanted to know if this is being done on 
a statewide basis.  Mr. Satterfield replied in the affirmative.  He stated that it is 
throughout our twelve districts, with facilitators located throughout the districts.  This is 
largely due to a earmark grant from the U.S. Department of Labor that is about to come 
to a close, so hopefully we can use additional funding from other sources to continue 
these efforts so that our kids can continue to realize the successes that they have been 
realizing. 
 
Dr. O’Rourke shared some closing remarks and concluded the Education Update. 
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Vice Chair Wilhite asked for a motion to adjourn the meeting of the DJJ Board of 
Education and reconvene the regular meeting of the Board of Juvenile Justice.  Daniel 
Menefee moved to close the meeting of the DJJ Board of Education and reconvene the 
regular meeting of the Board of Juvenile Justice.  The motion was seconded by Bill 
McQueen and carried unanimously. 
 
Commissioner Murray took this opportunity to, once again, recognize and welcome our 
guests, Mrs. Menefee, wife of Board Member Daniel Menefee, and Michael Colasco of 
the University of Georgia. 
 
Mostly for the benefit of Board members participating by phone, he stated that we have 
passed out information on the Georgia Juvenile Services Association conference that will 
take place on April 12-14, 2006 in Athens and that we welcome the participation of any 
Board member wishing to attend.  He stated that the conference will be held at the 
Classic Center.  Commissioner also recognized Ericka Davis, Director of Public Affairs, 
and her staff for doing a great job with the newsletter.  He expressed his opinion that the 
current issue probably exceeds all previous efforts.  He also informed them that copies of 
an article appearing in the AJC on March 28th was copied and distributed to the Board 
regarding the amendment to SB 136.  He stated that all materials for the meeting would 
be forwarded to them. 
 
Ms. Wilhite asked Mr. Shuman if he had any comments.  Mr. Shuman gave an update on 
his medical condition and thanked Ms. Wilhite for presiding over the meeting.  He also 
thanked the entire Board for the work they are doing on behalf of the department. 
 
 

Chair’s Comments 
Mary E. Wilhite, Vice Chair 

 
 
Final Announcements 
 

•  The June Board Meeting on June 22, 2006 will be held in Savannah, Georgia at 
5:30 p.m. after the Georgia School Board Association Training which will be held 
on that same day. Ericka Davis needs to register Board members who plan to 
attend the required training and make hotel arrangements. A sign up sheet was 
passed around for members to indicate which training they are interested in 
participating; either the Communications training or the Policy training.  Ericka 
also provided additional information on the sign up sheet for clarification, 
information for them to log on to the web site, and gave an overview of the 
itinerary for the day of the training and Board Meeting. 

 
• The next scheduled Board meeting will be held on April 27, 2006 at 11:00 a.m. at 

the Metro RYDC.  
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Hearing no other questions or comments, Ms. Wilhite asked for a motion to adjourn. 
 
A motion to adjourn the March 30, 2006 meeting of the Board of Juvenile Justice was 
made by Elizabeth Lindsey, seconded by Vann Herrin and carried unanimously. 
 
The meeting was adjourned. 
 
 
 
 
 
__________________________________                 _____________________________ 
J. Daniel Shuman, Chair     Albert Murray 
Board of Juvenile Justice                Commissioner 
 
 
 
______________________________ 
Dr. Ed Risler, Secretary 
Board of Juvenile Justice 
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