Use of Force Policy Acknowledgement Statement
O.C.G.A. 17-4-20 states that:
(a) An arrest for a crime may be made by a law enforcement officer either under a warrant or without a warrant if the
offense is committed in such officer´s presence or within such officer´s immediate knowledge; if the offender is
endeavoring to escape; if the officer has probable cause to believe that an act of family violence, as defined in Code
Section 19-13-1, has been committed; if the officer has probable cause to believe that an offense involving physical abuse
has been committed against a vulnerable adult, who shall be for the purposes of this subsection a person 18 years old or
older who is unable to protect himself or herself from physical or mental abuse because of a physical or mental
impairment; or for other cause if there is likely to be failure of justice for want of a judicial officer to issue a warrant.
(b) Sheriffs and peace officers who are appointed or employed in conformity with Chapter 8 of Title 35 may use deadly
force to apprehend a suspected felon only when the officer reasonably believes that the suspect possesses a deadly
weapon or any object, device, or instrument which, when used offensively against a person, is likely to or actually does
result in serious bodily injury; when the officer reasonably believes that the suspect poses an immediate threat of physical
violence to the officer or others; or when there is probable cause to believe that the suspect has committed a crime
involving the infliction or threatened infliction of serious physical harm. Nothing in this Code section shall be construed so
as to restrict such sheriffs or peace officers from the use of such reasonable nondeadly force as may be necessary to
apprehend and arrest a suspected felon or misdemeanant.
(c) Nothing in this Code section shall be construed so as to restrict the use of deadly force by employees of state and
county correctional institutions, jails, and other places of lawful confinement or by peace officers of any agency in the
State of Georgia when reasonably necessary to prevent escapes or apprehend escapees from such institutions.
(d) No law enforcement agency of this state or of any political subdivision of this state shall adopt or promulgate any rule,
regulation, or policy which prohibits a peace officer from using that degree of force to apprehend a suspected felon which
is allowed by the statutory and case law of this state.
(e) Each peace officer shall be provided with a copy of this Code section. Training regarding elder abuse, abuse of
vulnerable adults, and the requirements of this Code section should be offered as part of at least one in-service training
program each year conducted by or on behalf of each law enforcement department and agency in this state.
O.C.G.A. 16-3-21 states that:
(a) A person is justified in threatening or using force against another when and to the extent that he or she reasonably
believes that such threat or force is necessary to defend himself or herself or a third person against such other´s imminent
use of unlawful force; however, except as provided in Code Section 16-3-23, a person is justified in using force which is
intended or likely to cause death or great bodily harm only if he or she reasonably believes that such force is necessary to
prevent death or great bodily injury to himself or herself or a third person or to prevent the commission of a forcible felony.
(b) A person is not justified in using force under the circumstances specified in subsection (a) of this Code section if he:
(1) Initially provokes the use of force against himself with the intent to use such force as an excuse to inflict bodily harm
upon the assailant;
(2) Is attempting to commit, committing, or fleeing after the commission or attempted commission of a felony; or
(3) Was the aggressor or was engaged in a combat by agreement unless he withdraws from the encounter and effectively
communicates to such other person his intent to do so and the other, notwithstanding, continues or threatens to continue
the use of unlawful force.
(c) Any rule, regulation, or policy of any agency of the state or any ordinance, resolution, rule, regulation, or policy of any
county, municipality, or other political subdivision of the state which is in conflict with this Code section shall be null, void,
and of no force and effect.
(d) In a prosecution for murder or manslaughter, if a defendant raises as a defense a justification provided by subsection
(a) of this Code section, the defendant, in order to establish the defendant´s reasonable belief that the use of force or
deadly force was immediately necessary, may be permitted to offer:
(1) Relevant evidence that the defendant had been the victim of acts of family violence or child abuse committed by the
deceased, as such acts are described in Code Sections 19-13-1 and 19-15-1, respectively; and
(2) Relevant expert testimony regarding the condition of the mind of the defendant at the time of the offense, including
those relevant facts and circumstances relating to the family violence or child abuse that are the bases of the expert´s
opinion.

I acknowledge that I have received a copy of and read O.C.G.A. 17-4-20. I have also read, understood and will comply
with the Department of Juvenile Justice Use of Force policy. I understand that I must use the minimum amount of force
reasonably believed to be necessary. I also understand that I must report all uses of force using the Special Incident
Reporting process described in Department of Juvenile Justice policy.

Investigator (please print)

Investigator’s Signature

Date

